THE 84th BIRTHDAY 
OFHOCHIMINH 

(May 19,1890-Mayl9, 1974) 



Vi#t BSc 1951 


The wheel of nature turns without pause 
After the rain^ good weather 
In the wink of an eye 

The universe throws off its muddy clothes 
For ten thousand miles 
The landscape spreads out 

like a beautiful brocade 

Light breezes 
Smiling flowers 
High in the trees 
Amidst the sparkling leaves 
All the birds sing at once 
People and animals rise up reborn 
What could be more natural 7 
After sorrow^ comes joy. 
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A Note to Subscribers . 1 1 

We plan to put out an 11th edition of the 
Radical Publications and Organizations list — a 
media list compiled from all LNS subscribers . 

If you share an LNS sub with one or more other 
groups and would like your organization included 
on the list, send us word as soon as possible. 
Otherwise we might overlook you. 

Also, although this is our fifth ”normal-sized” 
LNS packet in a row, we’re still badly hurting 
for money. Please, if you haven’t already, try 
your damndest to sendi us: money before the end of 
May, We need everybody to come through. 


continued from page 3 _ 0 '“ "Women ’ s Moods Tied to 
Day of the Week, Not Menstrual Cycle” — 

have a greater fluctuation of mood from day to day 
than women who do not use” ;hormenally~based 
contraceptives , 

Rossi said that a common denominator influenc- 
ing moods in both women and men is weather' — clouds 
or sunshine — as well as personal successes and 
failures , 
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CAl LAY BOMBING: 

SA!GON*S VERSION VS. THE PRG, AND PRESS 

{EdltoT^B note: The Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam (PEG) walked out on 
talks with the Saigon government May 10 in protest 
of Saigon^ s latest violation of the Paris Peaoe 
kecovds. For over a months Saigon had kept the PRG 
in virtual isolation^ prohibiting their usual weekly 
press conferences^ cutting off their telephone 
Vines and halting the liaison flights between 
Saigon and the PRG^s administrative capital of 
"hoc Ninho 

This is not the first time that Saigon has 
violated the Accords j signed by both sides in Jan- 
uary of 1973, For instance^ Thieu continues to 
receive hugh amounts of U,S, military and economic 
aidjy has imprisoned two hundred thousand South 
Vietnamese for their anti-Thieu political beliefs^ 
and openly refused to hold elections^ agreed upon 
in the Paris Accords^ which would most certainly 
threaten his control over the South. 

In addition^ the Saigon army has made repeated 
incursions into both PRG-held and neutral^ or con- 
tested^ areas to try to secure more ground to con- 
trol. At the same time it loudly maintains that it 
is the PRG which is aggressing and uses every ploy 
to prove, it. 

The following article^ taken from newsletter^ 
published by the Union of Vietnamese in the U.S.^ 
describes a recent manipulation of events by 
Saigon--the Cai Lay massacre. ) 

^ ^ ^ 

The village of Cai Lay is located in a contest- 
ed area of South Vietnam--on Highway k on the way 
from Saigon to the Mekong Delta. The Saigon admin^ 
istration, in express violation of the Paris Peace 
Accords, has initiated many "pacification" opera- 
tions to try to claim the area as its own. And on 
March 9, rockets hit the Cai Lay primary school 
as children were lining up outside their classrooms. 
Thirty-two children were killed and some 40 others 
wounded . 

No sooner had the explosion occured than the 
Saigon government claimed the school was shelled 
by "Viet Cong" and proclaimed March 9 a "National 
Day of Mourn i ng. " 

Saigon troops in the nearby district chief's 
office rushed to the scene, barricading the school 
yard with barbed wire. They then carried all the 
injured children to a nearby Saigon military hos- 
pital and ordered the victims' relatives to stay 
outside the school gate^ Officials refused to allow 
the relatives to see or even inquire about their 
injured children or to search for their dead. 

In a further attempt to cast blame for the 
disaster on the Provisional Revolutionary Government 
(PRG), the Saigon administration at Vinh Long forced 
3,000 students and 300 teachers in that provincial 
capital to take part in a demonstration in which 
a message from President Thieu was read: 

"The shelling of the Cai Lay primary school 
is a concrete proof of the violation, destruction 
of peace, and war-waging of the Communists in our 


country. 1 order all the high schools and primary 
schools all over the country to spare a minute to 
commemorate the death of 32 pupils." 

The PRG denounced Saigon's claims and request- 
ed that the International Commission of Control 
and Supervision (ICCS), the body designated by 
the Paris Agreement to enforce the accords, inves- 
tigate the massacre immediately. 

The ICCS investigation began on March 30* On 
that day a spokesman for the Saigon government 
blatantly declared that "the investigation will not 
bring any success." And Saigon's "prediction" was 
not without cause. According to Agence France Presse, 
when the ICCS arrived at the Cai Lay primary school, 
"the only evidence was bullet holes on the walls" 
because "fragments caused by bullets and shells were 
immediately cleared under the supervision of the 
[Saigon] police after the explosion occuredc" 

"Many reporters, having learned of the news, 
arrived at Cai Lay primary school when the heart- 
rending scene of death was still there," reported 
Hoa Bi nh Daily in an article on March ]k. "But they 
were banned from taking photos. They were bullied 
and threatened wi th f i lirr roll confiscation. And 
when they got permission to carry out their work, 
Thieu's agents had cleared away all evidence and 
there was nothing there to be photographed o " 

On March 13, another South Vietnamese paper, 

Dai Dan Toe , wrote that a Pulitzer-winning photo- 
grapher was stopped and threatened with arrest by 
Saigon police when he was about to take pictures 
of the massacre soon after the explosiono "He was 
told that unless he got permission from the Com- 
mander General of the Ath Region, Nguyen Vinh Nghi, 
he could not take pictures." 

Song Than , another daily Saigon newspaper, 
asked a series of pertinent questions in an article 
on March 17: "Why did the author i t i es in Cai Lay 
district and Bing Tuong province cover up their 
war crimes committed at Cai Lay primary school? tit 
must be due to the fact that they want to easily 
whitewash the responsibility they themselves must 
bear. They have taken advantage of their power and 
their position to bully the press circles from 
carrying out their work." 

However, the people in the area were not fool- 
ed by the Saigon propaganda. The Washington Post 
reported that on March 19 a Cai Lay villager had 
asked a South Vietnamese soldier: "Why does the 
South Vietnamese-army-Saigon shell my village? All 
the members of one family were killed the other 
day. 

"If the army keeps using artillery like that," 
she challenged the soldier, "innocent people will 
continue to be killed," 

-30- 

[You can subscribe to Newsletter by writing to the 
Union of Vietnamese in the U.S., Box 4495, Berkeley, 
Cal i forn ia 94?04. ] 
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UNION WOMEN ACTIVISTS ISSUE PAMPHLET ON WOMEN 
IN LABOR HISTORY 

NEW YORK fLNSl- " Labor Heroines : Ten Women Who 
Led the STRUGGLE, is a unique 30-page pamphlet of 
short biographical sketches of women active in this 
country's militant labor struggles. 

Written by Joyce Maupin of Union Women's Al- 
liance to Gain Equality, (UNION W.A.G.E.), the pamph- 
let tells the stories of Kate Mullaney, builder of 
a union of collar laundry workers, Rose Schneiderman, 
cap maker who became a leading organizer of garment 
workers, Augusta Lewis, organizer of Women's Typo- 
graphical Local No. 1, and others. 

A trade unionist for over forty years, Joyce 
Maupin first went to work at age seventeen. She has 
been a waitress, a textile worker, shoe maker, a 
machinist and an office worker. Her eye-opening 
account of these ten labor heroines makes for 
lively and absorbing reading. 

To get a copy, write to UNION W.A.G.E., PO Box 
462, Berkeley, Calif. 94701 or call (415) 444-8757. 

The pamphlet costs 75^. 

* * * * 

The following excerpt from Labor Heroines con- 
cerns Sarah Bagley, leader of New England cotton mill 
workers in their fight for a 10-hour day in the 1840' s. 

Sarah Bagley fought for a 10-hour day. In l8LU, 
five women workers organized the Lowell Female Labor 
Reform Association. Calling on all women operatives 
in the cotton mills to join their struggle, Sarah 
Bagley wrote s "In the strength of our united in- 
fluence we will show these driveling cotton lords , 
this mushroom aristocracy of Hew England, who so 
arrogantly aspire to lord it over God's heritage, 
that our rights cannot be trampled upon with impun- 
ity," 

She was just as vehement when a company agent 
threatened to fire a woman who had joined the 10- 
hour movement; "We will make the name of him who 
dares the act, stink with every wind from all parts 
of the compass." 

Within a year, the Association had more than 
600 members in Lowell and branches in every New 
England textile center. Sarah Bagley became an 
organizer, a public speaker, and editor of The Voice 
of Industry, the most widely read labor newspaper 
in the l8U0's. In l8l3 and l8hl^, 10-hour petitions 
to the legislatxxre in Boston were ignored. But in 
1845 when the petition carried the signatures of 
more than 2,000 operatives, a hearing was set before 
the Committee on Manufactures . 

The head of this Committee was William Schouler, 
proprietor of the Lowell Courier , voice of the em- 
ployers. He sent a notice to J.Q.A. Thayer, S.G. 

Bagley and others: "...I would inform you that as 
the greater part of the petitioners are females , it 
will be necessary for them to make the defense, or 
we shall be under the necessity of laying it aside." 

Schouler may have believed that timidity would 
prevent the women from appearing in public , but he 
was mistaken. Eliza Hemingway, Judith Payne, Sarah 
Bagley and many others testified before the Commit- 
tee — the first government investigating committee 
on labor conditions in American, history . They told . „ 
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about the long hours , the low wages , the bad ven- 
tilation. 

For example, in one room in which 150 peop,le 
worked, there were 293 small lamps and 6l large 
lamps , and some days as many as thirty girls were 
overcome by the fumes . The Committee concentrated on 
Miss Bagley, leader of these discontented women, 
and tried to confuse her with their questions . 

What would the women do with their time if 
they worked for only 10 hours? She answered that 
they would cultivate their minds , mentioning that 
for the last four years she had held an evening 
class in her room, after a day at the mills. Later 
the Committee decided it was all that teaching, 
not the long hours, which undermined her health. 

The employer's testimony emphasized the rosy 
aspects of a l4-hour day, claiming the girls were 
healthy because they rose early and went to bed 
early. In view of this conflicting evidence, the 
Committee made a quick inspection trip to the 
Lowell mills and decided the women were in good 
health . ' 

After admiring grass plots and flowerbeds, 
their report states: "The rememdy ( for long hours) 
does not lie with us. We look for it in the pro- 
gressive improvement in art and science, in a high- 
er appreciation of man's destiny, in a less love 
for money, and a more ardent love for social hap- 
piness and intellectual superiority." 

The women retaliated by campaigning for the 
defeat of Schouler, who was running for re-elec- 
tion that fall , and they succeeded. This is ex- 
traordinary in view of the fact that they could not 
vote . The Voice of Industry published their tri- 
umph ant~resolutiox^^ the members of this 

Association tender their grateful acknowledgements 
to the voters of Lowell, for consigning William 
Schouler to the obscurity he so justly deserves..." 

__30— 

***»*»***if**********4f ****************************** 

GM ATTACKED FOR "ENERGY-SAVING" AD HYPE 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has attacked a recent General Motors 
newspaper ad from "Your Chevrolet Dealer" which ad- 
vocated removal of auto emission control systems. 

The national ad which stated that if emission de- 
vices were removed, "5 billion gallons of gas" could 
be saved a year, resulting in a " 25 ^ increase" in 
personal gas mileage, was challenged as "grossly 
inflated and misleading." 

General Motors' statement also said that Canada 
has legalized removal of emission control equipment. 
According to the EPA, that statement is false. The 
Canadian position is that removal of emission devices 
"would not reduce fuel usage to any significant ex- 
tent and if an individual does remove this equipment 
he may be liable for' a sizeable fine in some of 
the Provinces . 

According to EPA Administrator Rusell Train, the 
ad was "at the expense of a vulnerable public during 
this energy crisis." Technical data shows that a 
mass program to remove or modify emission controls 
on existing cars would result in little or no net 
gain in gas savings. "The only certain result... 
would be a major increase in emissions of pollutants 

■ f r om aut omobiles . " — 30— 
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GERBER BABY FOOD CO. RECEIVES BAD 
FOOD AWARD FROM CONSUMERS GROUP 

NEW ORLEANS (LNS)--The Gerber Baby Food Company 
received an award May 14 in conjunction with the 
34th Annual Meeting of the Institute of Food Tech- 
nologists that is now underway in New Orleans. The 
award- -the third annual Bon Vivant Vichyssoise Mem- 
orial Award- -was conferred on Gerber by the Center 
for Science in the Public Interest, a Washington- 
based public interest group. 

The award, whose pa.st recipients were Bon Vi- 
vant in 1972 and General Foods in 1973, is bestowed 
on major food companies that encourage bad eating 
habits. It takes its name from the Bon Vivant soup 
scandal in which one man died and several others 
were made ill from eating vichyssoise contaminated 
with botulism. 

Dr, Michael Jacobson of the Center criticized 
Gerber, charging that ."the mere existence of Ger- 
ber baby foods, coupled with a two million dollar 
advertising campaign aimed at new parents, discour- 
ages breast-feeding, which pediatricians agree is the 
best way of feeding babies," 

However, even if baby food must be used, Gerber 
like most baby food companies, creates a product 
which is not' healthy for babies and, in addition, 
encourages bad eating habits and tastes. 

"Heart disease, tooth decay, hypertension and 
intestinal cancer will be rampant as long as com- 
panies like Gerber chum out their sugary salty 
watered-down inferior products," said Dr. Jacobson. 
"Bad eating habits start young and Gerber is the 
major producer of the first junk foods that child- 
ren eat. The path goes directly from Gerber to sug- 
ar-coated cereals, hot-dogs and candy," 

For example, 95 of 167 Gerber's Baby Foods 
contain sugar. The only reason why sugar is added 
is to make the taste more palatable to parents who 
try it. By using sugar, Gerber tends to develop in- 
fant's "sweet tooths" which will contribute to fu- 
ture tooth decay and obesity problems. 

Gerber also uses sodium nitrite, a preservative 
found primarily in bacon and ham. Nitrite can react 
with other chemicals in food or in the stomach to 
create nitrosamines , which have been found to be 
cancer-producing in animals. As Jacobson points out, 
"... because baby foods are sterilized, the nitrate 
IS totally unnecessary..." 

In addition to additives like sugar, salt and 
nitrites, Gerber misleads parents in regard to the 
nutritive value of their foods . The company refuses 
to disclose the percentages of the ingredients in 
their foods and many parents would be astonished to 
discover that their "cottage cheese with pineapple" 
dessert contains only 23% cottage cheese and that 
their carrots, besides having sugar added, is one - 
third water. Their chicken with vegetables "high 
meat" dinner is only 33% chicken. 

Actually, a look a Gerber's labels will tell 
you that their leading ingredient is water. And af- 
ter adding the water, they add "modified food starch" 
to thicken the foods, covering up the amount of em- 
pty substance in the prod uct. Modified food st„p .rfi3l.» — 
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often near the top of the list of ingredients, 
has no nutritive value and is excreted by the 
body in exactly the same form it was taken in. 

Gerber's, which ranks among Fortune 
magazine's list of the top 500 corporations in 
the United States, is quite honest when it says 
that "Babies are our business, our only business." 
However, with sales in 1973 of $278.5 million 
and a net income for that year of $15.5 million, 
babies prove to be a highly profitable business. 

--30-- 
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SAIGON ACCEPTS BIDS FOR SO. CHINA SEA OIL; 

PRG PROTESTS "ILLEGAL" MOVE 

by Michael Morrow 

SINGAPORE (PNS/LNS)- -Thirty-four oil explor- 
ation companies have qualified for bidding on 
South Vietnam's second round of offshore concessions 
in the South China Sea. Bidders include Exxon, 

Shell, Mobil, Gulf and CFP, the French National 
Petroleum Company. 

Saigon's National Petroleum Board has an- 
nounced that 50 "blocks" covering 100,000 square 
miles have been designated for petroleum explor- 
ation and development, with 32 offered now and 
18 being held as a national reserve. Contracts 
are expected to be awarded later this year. 

South Vietnam's Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) , which under the 71973 Paris 
Peace Agreements shares sovereignty with the Sai- 
gon administration, has denounced Saigon's earlier 
concession awards. In a July 20, 1973 broadcast, 
the PRG called the awards "an illegal, traitor- 
ous and anti-popular move. The Saigon adminis- 
tration .. .represents nobody, and has no right to 
sign any agreement on the extraction of oil in 
South Vietnam." 

Increasingly concerned over the threat to 
their traditional control of crude oil product- 
ion in the Arab producing states, the major in- 
ternational petroleum giants are seeking altern- 
ative sources of supply. Taking advantage of leg- 
islation passed by the Saigon government in Dec- 
ember, 1970, they are staking claims to the last 
"open" segment of the South China Sea's vast oil 
basin, off the Mekong Delta. 

In July, 1973, preliminary concessions were 
awarded Shell, Mobil, Esso Exploration (Exxon), 
and Sunningdale, a small Canadian company. Shell 
received three concession blocks, Mobil two, 

Exxon two, and Sunningdale one. Shell later took 
in Cities Service on a 50-50 joint venture. Kaiyo 
Oil, a Japanese company backed in part by the 
Japan Petroleum Development Corporation, joined 
Mobil as a 30% partner in its two blocks. 

Under the terms of these contracts, 9 wells 
must be drilled by July, 1975: three by Shell, 
two each by Mobil and Sunningdale, and one by 
Esso. Drilling may begin late this year or early 
1975. 

■pyftgc;iiypc: fnr _d£J4elapmerLt. 
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will probably be included in contracts for this sec- 
ond round.. Ships laden with electronic gear have 
been conducting geological surveys for years in the 
South China Sea, and the companies are almost certain 
to bring in profitable wells. 

According to the Chase Manhattan Bank, $35 bil- 
lion will be invested for petroleum development in 
the South China Sea over the next decade , Despite 
the precarious situation of the Saigon regime, oil 
men appear relaxed about gambling over the highly 
promising concession areas, 

--30-- 
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REPORT REVEALS TAPES CONTAIN ETHNIC SLURS; 

NIXON CALLED SIRICA "WOP", OTHERS "JEW BOYS" 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--New insight appeared recently 
into all those "expletive deleted" and "characteriza- 
tion deleted" notes which appear all over the releas-^ 
ed transcripts of taped conversations involving Pres- 
ident Nixon and some of his top aides. In a story 
appearing in the Sunday, May 12 New York Times , sourc- 
es described as having "direct knowledge of the Pres- 
ident's comments" reported that in certain conversa-^ 
tions Nixon referred to Watergate Judge John J, Sir- 
ica as a "Wop" and referred to certain Jews within 
the government as "Jew Boys." According to the re- 
port, Nixon also referred to then-acting director 
of the FBI, L. Patrick Gray, of Irish descent, as 
the "thick -necked mick." 

The White House initially refused to comment, 
but soon before the first issue of the Times was to 
be published. White House press secretary Ronald 
Zeigler released a statement from counsel to the 
President, J, Fred Buzhardt, Buzhardt denied the 
charges of ethnic or religious slurs on the part of 
Nixon and contended that such a report was "vicious 
and grossly unfair." The Times quoted a former ad- 
ministration official as saying, however, that Nixon 
had complained on more than one gccasi’oni about "all 
those liberal Jews." The former official maintained, 
though that such a statement "wasn't anti-Semitism, 
just a characterization." 

People who have listened to the tapes in quest- 
ion have also told the Times of discussions in which 
Nixon complained of Jews within the government and 
the news media conspiring to work against him. "Jew- 
ish liberals can't keep a secret. They're always 
talking to each other," Nixon is reported to have 
said. The President also said that "Jewish guys in 
the government were leaking to Jewish guys in the 
media. ' 

Earlier this year the White House turned over 
the specific tapes to Judge Lee P, Gagliardi for use 
in the trial of former Nixon cabinet men John Mitch- 
ell and Maurice Stans. One of the defense attorneys 
admitted that the language in the tapes forced them 
■CO be careful in their questioning of former White 
House counsel John Dean. 

"We refused to ask whether Dean talked to the 
President about Vesco," the lawyer said, explaining 
that they didn't want Nixon's slurs to become part 
of the public record. '"Ae could of gotten Mitchell 
smeared by that language too,'’ said tlie lawye'r in 
an admission that seems to verify the charges about 
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what Nixon said on the tapes. 

For some unexplained reason the government 
prosecutors also failed to follow a line of 
questioning that would have brought out the "Wop" 
and "Jew boy" statements during the trial. In a 
verdict that surprised many observers, Mitchell 
and Stans were both found not guilty on all 
counts against them. 

One of Nixon's most shsrply critical remarks 
about Jews in the Mitchell -Stans tapes came dur- 
ing a meeting with John Dean on March 20, 1973. 
That meeting dealt with the then-pending Secur- 
ities and Exchange Commission (SEC) investigation 
of a secret $200,000 cash contribution to Nixon's 
1972 campaign by financier Robert Vesco. 

According to the sources , Nixon complained 
to Dean that "those Jew Boys [in the SEC] are 
all over everybody. You can't stop them." The 
source explained that Nixon was referring to SEC 
members Irving M. Pollack and Stanley Sporkin who 
were involved in the Vesco investigation.' 

It was also reported that in early 1973 
Nixon complained about "those Jews" in the Un- 
ited States Attorney's office in Washington. "He 
talked about the three prosecutors "--Earl Silbert, 
Seymour Glanzer and Donald igampbell --"as 'those 
Jews down there,'" said the source-. Nixon is al- 
so reported as talking about "stopping those 
Jews over in the U.S. Attorney's office" and 
complaining about "sitting down there with a 
bunch of Jews." 

Silbert rLd Glanzer are both Jewish as are 
Pollack and Sporkin; Campbell is a Presbyterian. 

Pollack, who had been appointed to the SEC 
by Nixon, refused to comment on the President's 
language. But Sporkin said that Nixon "owes a 
lot of people apologies." He added, "What more 
can I really say? How can you express what you 
feel? Whatever the President says speaks for it- 
self." 

Though the White House is trying to deny 
the charges against the President, few people 
are believing what comes out of the Oval Office 
these days. As Pete Hamill, a columnist for the 
New York Post , notes, "These days, a Ron Ziegler 
denial is essentially a confirmation." And non- 
White House officials who Have listened to the 
tapes agree that there is anti-Semitism in the 
President's comments. "The only question," a 
source added, is over the precise language he 
used. " 

A person active in Jewish Left politics in 
New York explained that he was not surprised by 
Nixon's statements. "I have always thought of 
Nixon as jmtig'Semitic," he said, "and as an en- 
emy of the Jewt&h people as well as black people, 
Vietnamese people and any people struggling for 
social justice." 

He added that "those people who should 
learn the most from this are Jewish people who 
have been mislead for some reason into support- 
ing him. " 
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[See #580 for more background and graphics on the 
Birmingham Stove and Range strike.] 

BIRMINGHAM STOVE § RANGE STRIKE FAILS: 

"OUR REAL PROBLEM WAS OUR INTERNATIONAL UNION" 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's note: "Ask anybody in Birmingham about 
Stove and Range," says a young black man who works 
at the plant. "Just about everybody has a relative or 
friend who works there--or they once worked there 
themselves." "There's a high turnover," adds a black 
woman. "You meet 'em one day, don't see 'em the next. 
They really can't keep anybody out there because they 
don't pay anything. And besides not paying anything, 
they treat you so bad." 

Owned by the wealthy Jones family of Atlanta, 
Georgia, Mrmihgliaiii Stove and Range is an iron foundry 
which produces cast iron cookware, barbeque grills, 
furniture and most importantly, coal, wood and gas 
heaters. Miserable working conditions, low wages and 
benefits, and a contract which gives management the 
sole discretion to do anything it wants ("It's just 
like when we was picking cotton," says one woman), 
makes the plant a last resort for people when they 
can't find other jobs. And the United Steel Workers 
Union, which represents about half the workers, hasn't 
made a dent. 

The company has a long history of hiring blacks 
and women at lower wages than white men. In fact, vir- 
tually the entire plant (about 90%) --except the fore- 
men and supervisors--is black. And surprisingly, about 
70% of the workers are women, who perform the heavy 
industrial work usually associated with men- -including 
the handling of hot molten iron. 

Last winter, just about the time the old contract 
was due to expire, the "energy crisis" was skyrocket- 
ing the demand for cast iron heaters. Workers saw 
the increased pressure on production as an opportunity 
to demand a better contract. They forced their union 
to support a strike, which began on November 30. 

But after closing the plant down tight for six 
and a half weeks, the strikers were forced to go back 
to work. They had not succeeded in overcoming the 
conditions that keep their union weak, like the high 
turnover rate and Alabama's "right to work" law (which 
bans the union shop). 

What follows is a catalog of the ways a union 
bureaucracy can undermine and sell out a militant 
rank and file struggle. It is a combination of ex- 
cerpted interviews with Stove and Range workers which 
appeared in the April Southern Patriot , and in Turning 
Point, a paper for working class people in Birmingham.] 

« * * 

The Committee for a Better Contract was &■ ■ small 
group of people, mostly young, mostly women, who came 
together in a loosely knit organization with its basic 
purpose to try to build support in the plant for a 
better contract. That mostly meant talking to people 
day by day, one to one inside the plant. We also went 
to union meetings to talk about the old contract and 
how we needed better clauses, higher wages and better 
benefits in the new contract. 

We built support for a strike because that was 
necessary s to get a better contract. We proposed the 
demands that were accepted by the entire local member- 
ship to negotiate and strike for. We were successful 


in getting folks to come out on strike , maintaining 
a picket line, keeping morale boosted and up to a 
certain point keeping the union president moving in 
the right direction. 

* * * 

Our real problem was our international union, 
the United Steel Workers (AFL-CIO). They sold out' 
the strike. 

There were certain things that folks wanted to 
see in the new contract, like a $2 across the board 
wage increase over a three year period, voluntary 
overtime, no more "merit" increases, and a good preg- 
nancy clause. Quite a few folks signed a petition 
calling for those demands. 

But before we even got started, the international 
was gearing folks up to go in there and ask for some 
weak-kneed demands that didn't speak to the actual 
donditions that folks needed changed . The internat- 
ional union was trying to avoid a strike. 

THE STRIKE VOTE 

They realized that the night shift was the weak 
link in the chain. If they could swing the night 
shift vote against the strike, they figured they had 
it whipped. They said, "Let the night shift vote 
first. " 

If that won, then folks would come in on the 
day shift and they would say, "Well look, the night 
shift already voted to stay in, and now we're going 
to take you-all's vote and see how you feel," fig- 
uring that a lot of folks would think, "Well, damn, 
the night shift voted to stay in. I guess I may as 
well vote to stay in too." 

But it backfired on them, because the night 
shift voted to go on strike. They read the proposals 
out just like the company offered them, and then 
they read what the union asked for. It was clear to 
folks that they didn't have a choice but to vote 
for a strike. 

When the day shift got to the union hall to vote, 
word had already gotten around that the night shift 
voted to strike. So they did an about face. They 
didn't read what the union asked for. Instead, they 
just read off what the company offered, and then 
they said, "To our mind this is a good contract, 
and we think you should accept it." But they lost 
that vote too. 

So then they said that there was a lot of folks 
who voted to go on strike who weren't in the union. 
They said, "The vote's no good. You've got to do it 
over again, and you've got to do it by the check 
off list." So they came back to vote again two days 
later. They wouldn't let anybody in who wasn't on 
theirflist, and that stopped a lot of folks who 
thought they were already members of the union, 
folks who had signed union cards much earlier. 

But when they took the vote, it was 9^-92 to 
still go on strike. The strike started at 12:00 that 
night and to the very end the international and the 
local union leadership fought that strike tooth 
and nail. 

When the negotiating committee met , the inter- 
national rep would say, "We're going to §tick to 
all our demands." But when we met with the company, 
he'd say, "We don't want this or that." 
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After the meeting weVd ask him, the hell 

did you strike this off?^^ He’d say, ^^Because ydu 
can’t get it.” 

in union meetings he would read out only what 
the company gave us, not what they turned down. He 
did this even though we did a petition asking him to 
read it alio Also, he wouldn’t let people speak if 
he didn’t like themo 

MONEY PROBLEMS 

A lot of people needed money to help pay their 
dills and there was very little in the union treasury-- 
because the union leaders had misused our dues over 
the past years. 

Two of us went to the international rep’s office 
and asked for the addresses of all the Steel Workers 
locals in this district so we could write to them and 
tell them we ’re on strike and that we need help. The 
folks there said, "Your international representative 
has got to do that." 

He was sitting right there, so he said, "I’ll 
have to tell the district director to write the let- 
ter and send it out." But the letters never got 

written o 

Some folks went down to the radio station, to 
find out why they didn’t hear about the strike on 
the news. And the man said, "Your representative 
came down here and told my boss that we’re not sup- 
posed to put nothing on the radio about it, I’d like 
to help you all out, but there’s nothing I can do," 

The union was paying bills for certain people — 
the people they wanted to. One woman brought ther hos- 
pital bill to them, and it wasn’t even from during 
the strike, and they paid it, $18T» Another one ask- 
ed could they pay her gas bill, and they said, "No, 
because you’re not the head of the household." But 
there was plenty more wasn’t head of household that 
they paid, the ones they wanted to. 

And with food stamps. The representative went 
down to the foodstamp office and told them, "These 
folks at Stove and Range aren’t going to be on strike 
too long. We’re negotiating now, working day and 
night to get them. back in. Don’t give them too much 
food stamps, because they’ll be going back soon." 

The food stamp office would only take 20 people 
a day from Stove and Range, so a whole lot of people 
made a decision not to go down there if they will 
only take 20 a day, because a lot of folks needed 
the stamps a lot worse than/hhey did, 

A WEAK CONTRACT 

So we got 25(^ the first year, 20(^ the second 
year, and 200 the third yeari if you didn’t want the 
pension plan. If you want it, you get 150 the 
third year, instead of 200, 

Right now most folks that come in there make 
$2 an hour. Most folks that leave don’t make much 
more than that. There’s a guy who recently retired 
who had been there ^5 years. He used to do some- 
thing of everything in that plant. When he retired 
he was making $2,35 an hour. 

Overtime still isn’t voluntary. There isn’t 
a lot of overtime, but that’s because folks have 
fought so hard. You used to work nine or ten hours 


a day but you still didn’t get time and a half, be- 
cause you only get paid overtime after 4o hours. 

So they were working you 10 hours for k days « 

What stopped that was they went to nine hours 9 
and tried to go babk to ten hours again. It was the 
night shift that went to the office and told them 
they weren’t going to work those hours anymore ^ be- 
cause of the fact that folks couldn’t get any sleep. 
They would get off work at 2 or 3 in the morning 
and have to get back at 5 '30 in the evening , 

They still have the: m^erit increase:, a clause 
in the contract that allows the company to give a 
raise to whoever they want whenever they feel like 
it. But it goes to a lot of people who folks think 
it shouldn’t, and a whole;. lot that folks think 
should get it don’t. What it boils down to is that 
the company uses it to reward traitors and sellouts, 
and to keep people divided. 

If they give a merit increase to Tom, and Sue 
finds out, she thinks, "I wonder why Tom got one 
and I didn’t, I’ve been here 3 years and he’s only 
been here 6 months. He must be doing something to 
get a raise — maybe ratting on folks." Then folks 
start looking sideways'^aridnodt' hf ' the("'Oorne:r of 
their eyes at Tomo and he begins to feel, "Hell, 

I work hard, I deserve a raise. Is it their busi- 
ness?" 

And at contract time it divides folks even 
more, because that wage increase that the company 
offered sounds pretty good to the ones that were 
making $2,80 or $3. 

We didn’t get a good pregnancy clause , If you’re 
pregnant, you have to work. If you feel like you’re 
sick, they send you to a doctor. If the doctor says 
you’re able to work, you must come. If the doctor 
says you’re not able to work, then they give you 
$25 a week during your pregnancy. 

The local union leadership sold us out as much 
as the international, but there won’t be new elec- 
tions until 19760 We wanted to put new officers 
in last^year, but the situation was so bad that no 
one ever came to meetings. And according to the 
Steel Workers’ constitution, the only way you’re 
eligible to run is if you come to half the meetings , 

And there wasn’t enough folks whbihad been to 
half the meetings. So they got reelected just be- 
cause no one was eligible to run against them. 

That’s going to change next time, because 
a hell of a lot of folks will be eligible. At the 
beginning of last year, you used to come to the 
union hall add' there wouldn’t be a good 10 to 15 
folks there. But because of a move by a lot of us 
to bring about some change, a lot go to meetings 
now. 

—30— 

ENERGY HOGS 

The average U.S. citizen uses seven times as 
much energy as the average Japanese, four times as 
much as the average German and three times as much 
as the average English person. The average American 


will use as much energy in the next 7 days as the 
average citizen of the world will use in the next 
year. (from Conservation News) 
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[See packet #519 for story on Agent Orange.] 

ARIZONA RESIDENTS SUE CHEMICAL COMPANIES AFTER 
SPRAYING WITH DEFOLIANT KNOWN TO CAUSE BIRTH DEFECTS 

LIBERATION News Service 

GLOBE, Arizona (LNS)-- Residents of Globe, Ari- 
zona, are suing four chemical companies, including 
Dow Chemical, for injuries and damages resulting from 
the use of herbicides which bear more resemblance to 
biological weapons than to weed killers o 


the spray. Memory lapses and sterility in men were 
also attributed by Robert McKusick as effects of the 
spraying. He also cites sex reversal of ducks and 
deformities of goats. 

One goat "was bom with joint difficulties in 
his front ankles. His feet fold under him so he 
walks on the back of them," states McKusick. The 
goat, born after the last spraying, may either have 
encountered the teratogenic effects of the residuals 
of the spray or might have been affected as a result 
of mutations in the mother due to spraying. 


Originally developed at Ft. Detrick, Maryland, 
the Army's center for biological warfare research, 

2.4.5, T and 2,4,D were used together in Vietnam in 
an herbicide called Agent Orange. Public protest 
halted further use. of the defoliant in 1970. 

In Vietnam, several provinces were sprayed re- 
peatedly in 1968-69. Many women bore children that 
died one or two months later. Others gave birth 
to deformed babies-- with distorted limbs, extra fin- 
gers or toes, heads either too small or large. Most 
of them died immediately. The rare surviving babies, 
in addition to their physical deformities, suffer 
severe mental retardation. 

Scientists at Bionetics Laboratories have shown 
that 2,4,5,T, by itself, is teratogenic (causing 
abnormalities in a growing fetus), and fetocidal (caus- 
ing death in a fetus) in two strains of mice and one 

Strain of ratSo 

However, in spite of these known risks, accord- 
ing to New Times, an Arizona alternative newspaper, 
any private citizen can still purchase 2,4,5-T or 
2,4,-D from agricultural chemical outlets in the 
state. 

Dr. George W. Ware, professor of entomology at 
the University of Arizona says that according to 
the most recent figures available, 1600 pounds of 

2.4.5, -T were sold in Arizona in 1972, 

In Globe, the law suit against four chemical 
companies is part of the repercussions still being 
felt from a spraying program, known as "Project Tin 
Roof" undertaken from 1965 to 1969. According to 
Robert T. McKusick of Globe, a litigant in the suit, 
the government used Globe residents as "guinea pigs" 
with its spraying program. 


"The Mayo Clinic says there is no known antidote 
to the effects of 2,4,5-T, says McKusick. "With no 
known antidote, no one has any damned reason for 
applying them, [the pesticide]." 

The herbicide 2,4-D has been approved for exten- 
sive use in food crops. According to Billie Shoe- 
craft, another litigant and author of Sue the Bastards - 
an account of the incident --says that 2,4-D is even 
more dangerous than 2,4,5-T. The two chemicals are 
identical except that 2,4-D doesh|t contain dioxin. 

"Research shows that as early as 1948, 2,4-D was 
known to produce liver and kidney damage, heart 
attacks, severe destruction of the nervous system, 
genetic changes, reduction in potency, hemorrhages, 
paralysis, personality changes, and extreme mental dis- 
turbances," states Showcraft in her book. 

According to Dr. Keith Hamilton, professor of 
plant agronomy at the University of Arizona, state 
agricultural companies fearing litigation from the use 
of 2,4-D refuse to handle its sale. However, com- 
panies pressured by large growers in the area can find 
ways of obtaining the herbicide. 

A Texas company with outlets in Cochise county 
is one of the largest sellers in the state, according 
to Hamilton. The Globe residents are sueing Dow, 
Thompson -Hayward, Hercules, and Monsanto chemical 
companies, as well as Arizona Heliocopters. 

Both 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T may be found in weed kill- 
ers for home use. According to New Times , registration 
for home use of 2,4,5-T is no longer legally required. 
Although companies are supposed to register with the 
federal government for the sale of the herbicide, in- 
dividuals need not register for its use. 

Now theoretically withdrawn from aquatic, urban, 


The spraying program, conducted by the U.S. For- 
est Service in the Tonto National Forest was intended 
to strip the area of foliage, creating a run-off to 
supply more water to the Phoenix area. It was halted 
in 1969, pending resolution of $4;5 mil lion in law- 
suits against the program. 

"The spraying attracted little attention in 1965 
and 1966," says McKusick. "However, in 1968 trees 
began to yellow, gardens shriveled, geese and chickens 
began to die, eggs turned foul and no longer hatched. 
The milk from our goats and the milk from a neighbor's 
cow began to smell so bad that it wasn't fit to drink." 

McKusick attributes chest pains, miscarriages, 
and partial paralysis in Globe residents to the 1969 
spraying.^. Immediate effects include nausea, lassi- 
tude, and eye irritation. 


food crop, or home use, 2,4,5-T is still allowed for 
weed and brush control on ranges and pastures in pri- 
vate lands. 

And, according to Medical World News , 2,4,5-T has 
been spread across 30 million acres in the United States 
without the Department of Agriculture and the Food and 
Drug Administration requiring any technological tests 
from the manufacturers . 

The U.S, government has even encouraged the use 
of 2,4,5-T through an agricultural cost sharing pro- 
gram. Outside of Arizona, documentation on the herbi- 
cide's use in Globe was requested by a women's farm 
in Arkansas as evidence to obtain an injunction against 
its use by a local farmer. 

Robert Kirkendal of the San Francisco office of 
the Environmental Protection Agency explained to New 


Charmion McKusick, Robert McKusick 's wife says, Tii 
"Vaginal bleeding both in teenage girls and mature 2,. 

women .severe and nrol onged." occurred a s a result. -0£ ^ — 
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"More is unknown than known," says Kirkendal o£ 
the herbicide, in common use for more than 20 years « 

The Panel on Herbicides of the President's Sci- 
ence Advisory Committee stated, "The case of 2,4,5-T 
is illustrative of inordinate delay in making available 
new research as it becomes known. The screening study 
of pesticides which was carried out by the Bionetics 
Corporation under contract with the National Cancer 
Institute was completed about August 1968. 

"It was 14 months later when the government an- 
nounced its co-ordinated actions on restricting the 
use of 2,4,5-T„ It was only after additional months 
that the detailed data of the screening study were 
made publicly available." 

2,4,5-T may be entirely reinstated or totally 
banned as the result of hearings to be held in Washing- 
ton in September. Even with all that has been shown 
of the effects of 2,4,5-T and 2 ,4-D--illness , deformi- 
ties, and death — the outcome of the hearings is not 
certain . 

-30- 

[Thanks to New Times in Arizona for most of the infor- 
mation in this story] 
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WILDLIFE SERVICE RAIDS INDIAN HOMES: 

28 CHARGED WITH POSSESSION AND SALE OF FEATHERS 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma (LNS)--In a move that has 
produced angry outcries against the federal government 
by Oklahoma Indians, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has raided Indian houses, seizing family heirloom, 
dance costumes, and feathers used in ceremonies of 
Indian tribes. 

The charges placed against 22 Indians and 6 
whites are the possession and sale of the feathers of 
migratory birds. It is a federal misdemeanor "to buy, 
sell, barter, or trade in migratory birds or their 
parts." Conviction carries a $500 fine or six months 
in jail or both. 

"The United States government doesn't know what 
the feather means to us as Indians. Our ceremonial 
feathers are important to us, young and old," stated 
Lee Motah, Comanche tribal chairman. "The government 
took our land, everthing we have, and now they come 
into our ceremonial ways." 

Those arrested have charged that they were en- 
trapped by undercover agents, who then seized "every- 
thing in sight, feathers or not." 

One defendant described the raid on his house. 
"They went to my washing machine, then to the dryer, 
then to the refrigerator, where the agent pulled out 
the frozen meat to check behind it. Next he v/ent to 
the canisters, drawers, and attic. Then he pulled 
out all the suitcases and confiscated all the feathers 
I've had for years. " 

Explaining how he was tricked by the Wildlife 
Service, one Ponca elder said, "The man who came to 
take away our dancing things didn't get anything the 
first time he came. Later the same man said he felt 
sorry for Indians, and the Seattle Indians didn't 
have any feathers, to help those poor Indians. So 
1 gave in . 


At the same time, Secretary of the Interior 
Rogers C.B, Morton announced that "a ring of more than 
two dozen traffickers in illegal migratory bird fea- 
thers exists. He also asserted that "The activities 
of this group resulted in the killing of literally 
thousands of migratory birds to manufacture Indian 
artifacts." The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
a part of the Department of the Interior, as is the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Morton denied that the raids were part of a 
federal action particularly aimed against Indians. 

However Vincent Knight, a Ponca Indian lawyer, 
stated, "The use of feathers is part of our culture. 
Indians did not kill the birds to obtain the feathers, 
and most of those arrested are members of the Native 
American Church, which uses such items as part of their 
religious ceremonies." 

"All tribes use feathers," said Phillip Deer, 
chairman of the Full Blood Creek Association. "It is 
part of our religious observance'. No complaints 
have ever been lodged against ^gmgressmen and others 
who have been adopted into tribes and given garments 
adorned with feathers." 

Jerome Bushyhead, president of the Oklahoma 
Indian Art League, saw the raids as a deliberate at- 
tack on the culture of the Indian people. He charged 
Morton with making false statements. 

"We're going to fight this all the way," he 

said. 
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COMPLAINT AGAINST SEXIST BIAS IN TEXTBOOKS 
FILED IN MICHIGAN 

KALAMAZOO, Mich. (FPS/LNS)-- The first textbook 
bias complaint has been filed with the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, charging discrimina- 
tion against girls in basic reading texts. The com- 
plaint was filed by the Committee to Study Sex Dis- 
crimination in the Kalamazoo Public Schools. 

The petition requests an immediate HEW investi- 
gation in order "to persuade the Kalamazoo Board of 
EDucation to adopt a non-discriminatory reading pro- 
gram." If this action fails, the Committee will seek 
to have federal funds cut off from the Kalamazoo 
School System. 

The Committee's objections are based on "sex 
role stereotyping and an unfair portrayal of women," 
as well as the under-representation of girls in stor- 
ies , 

The textbooks shew 80% of leading characters as 
male. In one second grade reader, 6 out of 10 stor- 
ies are mainly about boys and the other four are 
about animals. 

A sixth grade reader in use in the Kalamazoo 
schools mentions 16 famous men bup only one woman. 
Throughout the texts, women are portrayed as mothers, 
school teachers, and nurses, while men are portrayed 
in a much wider range of occupations. 
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"He took my Native American Church feathers. 
was upset and all tore up inside." 
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RESEARCHERS SUSPECT ULTRASONIC MACHINE MAY CAUSE 
MANY BIRTH DEFECTS 

(Editor's note: This is an edited version of 
an article which first appeared in her- self ^ a 
women 's newspaper from Ann Arhor^ Michigan, ) 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Millions of pregnant women in 
the UoS. unknowingly expose their unborn babies to 
the risk of fetal damage caused by an ultrasonic de- 
vice = The machine is used to detect heartbeats and 
check the heart function of the fetus in early 
pregnancy. 

This ultrasonic device, known as a Doppler 
machine, operates by bombarding the fetus with high- 
frequency sounds (inaudible to the human ear) and 
measuring the returning echoes. Japanese researchers, 
though, have found recently that the machine can 
cause birth defects, specifically brain damage. Dr. 
Tetsuya Shimizu, professdr of gyrtecology and obstetrics 
at Hokkaido University, Sopporo, Japan, headed the 
team which discovered the machine's adverse affects. 

According to Shimizu, "a warning from the Japan 
Association of Maternal Welfare in Tokyo has gone c 
out to every doctor in Japan to stop using the 
machines during the first three weeks of pregnancy." 

He added that the early weeks of pregnancy are when 
the machine is most valuable in checking the func- 
tions of the fetus' heart. 

In June of 1973, Shimizu reported the results 
of an experiment with white mice that caused the 
Ministry of Education to co-sponsor an immediate 
second experiment . Pregnant white mice were exposed 
to ultrasonic Doppler machines and results were 
compared to those of a control group, 

'•'We found 3 times as many deformed offspring 
in the Doppler-tested group," said Shimizu. "There 
was also a dramatic increase in still births and 
miscarriages." The second experiment verified 
Shimizu's original findings. 

According to Shimizu, "Ultrasonic Doppler 
machines are widely used in the U.S." A market re- 
search survey found that as many as 75% of pregnant 
American women in the U.S. are tested with the 
Doppler ultrasonic machines. 

A doctor at the University of Southern Calif- 
fornia Medical Center said "the use of Doppler 
machines is routine all over the country. Here at 
use Women's Hospital, we test an average of about 
50 women every week." 
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UTILITY CORP. EXECS TO LEARN HOW TO 
"DEFUSE THE EMOTIONAL ASPECTS" OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 

NEW YORK (LNS)--The Wall Street Journal reports 
that nuclear "authorities" Ralph Lapp and Merril 
Eisenbud will hold a 3-day seminar in June to show 
industry officials how to "defuse the emotional 
aspects" of nuclear energy. 

The seminar is the idea of FACT Systems, a new 
division of Reddy Kilowatt Inc. , which advises 
utilities on customer relations. A FACT official 
contends that utility executives need to get out 
and debate the rapidly increasing number of nuclear 
opponents "belly-to-belly. " 


FACT promises the sessions will be "real work- 
outs" with videotape recordings so utility execs 
can see how they handle themselves in mock debates. 
Costs run to $800 for the 3-day affair but the 
FACT man says "We're getting a lot of presidents 
and vice-presidents to come." And FACT expects more 
of the "combat training" sessions to be held in 
the future . 
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THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS CLASH WITH POLICE IN SPAIN 

MADRID, Spain (LNS) --Thousands of students in 
Madrid and Barcelona clashed with police May 9 
and 10. They had been holding meetings both to protest 
a new plan of student selection designed to keep 
leftists off campuses and to discuss the May 25 
coup in Portugal. 

On May 10, police chased hundreds of Madrid 
Univeristy students from the campus claiming that 
they were holding unauthorised meetings, according 
to the New York Times . 

The police took down a large poster from the 
entrance to the Law School which warned the ' 

Spanish political police to remember the coup in 
Portugal. The seven -man military junta that over- 
threw the repressive Caetano regime began to round 
up Portugal's numerous and hated political police, 
and jailed them in cells recently vacated by the 
freed political prisoners. Some will stand trial 
for the atrocities they committed while torturing 
political prisoners under the Salazar Caetano 
regimes . 

The Spanish government and its supporters are 
extremely uneasy about the possible effects of 
the Portuguese coup on the Spanish people, who 
have seen how easily the nearby Portuguese govern- 
ment fell after nearly 50 years of fascist regimes. 
Furthermore, Spain is now more politically isolated 
having lost its traditional secure frontier with 
Portugal, and with the possible victory of the 
French leftist coalition party in France's upcoming 
runoff elections. 

--30-- 

************************************************** 

OIL COMPANY DEMANDS "LOYALTY OATH" FROM EMPLOYEES; 

MOVE TO PLUG UP LEAKS LEAKED 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --Standard Oil of California 
has been having its share of company security 
leaks since the energy crisis gained momentum last 
fall. And currently, reports have it that the giant 
oil company is asking employees to swear a solemn 
oath that they will not leak out "sensitive infor- 
mation. " 

The ink was just drying on the loyalty oath 
form, however, when, in early May, it was leaked 
to columnist Jack Anderson, along with other 
"sensitive" Standard Oil of California information. 

Under the instructions accompanying the loyalty 
oath, the employee swears not to "use or disclose 
sensitive company information. .. during or after 
employment in a manner that might be prejudicial 
to the best interests of the company whether or 
not for personal gain." 
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The company warns that it "will protect its 
legal position by taking appropriate action in^ 
instances where it believes sensitive company in- 
formation has been j^rongfully used by an employee 
or former employee,'" 

At Standard's headquarters in San Francisco, 
an astohished spokesman demanded; "How did Jack 
Anderson get hold of that form?" He insisted the 
oath repTesented a "long-standing policy" and claimed 
that the oath required that the employee "under- 
stand" the rules, but does not threaten automatic 
dismissal if the rules are broken. 

--30-- 

**************************************************** 

VOTE FAVORING DIVORCE SIGNALS VICTORY FOR 
ITALIAN LEFT 

ROME, Italy(LNS) --Italian voters have reaffirmed 
by a 3-2 margin, a law permitting divorce passed 
three years ago by Parliament. Eighty-eight per- 
cent of the electoral force of 37.5 million voters 
participated in the referendum. Significantly, 
women voters exceed’meftn'Voters’ by 1 ."7 miliron in 
Italy. 

The vote was interpreted as a victory for the 
left in Italy, and a stinging defeat for the alli= 
ance of Catholic Church and rightist forces which 
had pushed for repeal of hhe divorce law. 

Soon after it was passed by Parliament three 
years ago, conservative groups began circulating 
petitions to repeal it. They collected enough sig- 
natures for a mandatory feferendum. 

The sizeable margin by which the referendum 
was defeated, when most observers had predicted a 
close race, was sepn as particularly troublesome 
for the Christian Democrats, who had cast their 
lot with the far-right neo-Fascist party in the 
campaign. 

The Christian Democrats are currently Italy' s 
largest party, with the Communist Party in second 
place. Since 1972, the Christian Democrats along 
with several minor liberal parties have dominated 
the center-left coalition which governs Italy. 

This latest vote is seen, at the very least, as 
shifting the balance of power inside the coalition 
to the left, giving the Communist Party a better 
chance of joining the ruling coalition. 

The Christian Democrats, along with the Roman 
Catholic Church, tried hard to make the campaign 
against divorce into a crusade against "permissive- 
ness." The Church, always active in Italian poli- 
tics, played a key role in this campaign, even to 
instructing priests to lecture their congregations 
from the pulpit to "vote yes, yes for a healthy 
family. " 

The neo-Fascists played up the fact that the 
Communists supported the divorce law, warning 
voters that a vote to keep the law would be a vote 
for Communism in Italy. 

However the voters didn't buy either argument. 
Most importantly, women voters, even in the most 
conservative, religious” sectors of the rural south 
didn't buy them. 

Apparently, though, many of these women, known 

paGe~io 


as "white widows", abandoned by men who have fled 
the poor, jobless south to find work in northern 
Italy and other European countries, found divorce a 
promising prospect, in spite of their religious 
convictions. 

Misjudging the women's vote was a serious error 
for both the neo-Fascists and the Church. The Right 
was hoping that, by labeling the pro-divorce posi- 
tion "communist," they would cause even women who 
wanted a divorce law to vote against it. And the 
Church, figuring that the family to women was ail, 
counted on a "save the family" plea to lure even 
leftist women to vote against divorce. They were 
both wrong, and women voted in overwhelming numbers 
to keep the divorce law. 

The law is hardly a divorce-on-demand statute. 

It allows a judge to dissolve a marriage after a sep= 
aration of between 5 and 7 years or when either party 
has been convicted of a serious crime. So far, since 
the law took effect 3 years ago, only 66,000 divorce 
decrees have been granted, in a population of 55 
million. 

(f <|: (j: (f: ^ (f: (j: (j: if if: (j: <(: if <j: i ^ ^ i i i <f: <(: t 

"BOOKS FOR WOMEN ORGANIZERS" AVAILABLE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (LNS)- -The National Student 
Association Women's Center and the Organizers Book 
Center have jointly issued a catalog of books for 
women organizers. 

Most of the books they are distributing are 
published by women's groups which do not have the 
time, or money, to carry out an intensive publicity 
-campaign needed to reach the thousands of women who 
want their publications. The two groups hope to 
make these materials on organizing more available. 

They have restricted the nineteen books and 
pamphlets they offer to "how to" materials. The 
books range from standards such as "Our Bodies Our- 
Selves" to a 60 page guide to organizing a women's 
center; a training manual on abortion counseling; 
the "Circle One Self Health Handbook;" and a direct 
action organizing handbook for women. 

The brochure describing the materials. Books 
For Women Organizers , is available from the Organ- 
izers Book Center, P.O. Box 21066, Washington, D.C. 
20009. -30- 

WOMEN'S MOODS TIED TO DAY OF THE WEEK, NOT TO 
MENSTRUAL CYCLE 

DETROIT (LNS) --Fluctuation in women's moods com- 
monly attributed to the menstrual cycle have been 
found to be more heavily influenced by other factors 
according to a study conducted by Dr. Alice Rossi 
at Goucher College in Maryland. "Actually, most sub- 
jects showed no pattern set by menstrual cycle," said 
Rossi. She added that there is no reason to assume 
that the mood and behavior changes for women are any 
different from that of men. 

According to the study, the day of the week in- 
fluences moods. Moods were found to be more positive 
on the weekend, and become more negative the farther 
away the day is from the weekend. Rossi criticized 
the medical literature that ties women's suicides, 
accidents, broken appointments or thefts committed by 
women, to the menstrual cycle. 

The study did indicate that women on the pill 
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THE 84th BIRTHDAY 
OF HOOHI'MINH 

(May 19,1890-Mayl9,1974) 
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The wheel of nature turns without pause 
After the rain^ good weather 
In the wink of an eye 

The universe throws off its muddy clothes 
For ten thousand miles 
The lands oape spreads out 

like a beautiful brocade 

Light breezes 

Smiling flowers 

High in the trees 

Amidst the sparkling leaves 

All the birds sing at once 

Feople and animals rise up reborn 

What could be more natural ? 

After sorrow j comes joy. 
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FINE WEATHER 
by HO, CHI MINH 


ECONOMIC CRISIS UNDER THIEU REGIME 
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TOP RIGHT CREDIT: NEWSLETTER OF 
THE UNION OF VIETNAMESE IN THE 
UoSo/LNS 


TOP LEFT: This may>b'e run with the Nixon 
intpeaohment/resignCLtion stories in the 
last packet (H-Sll). 

CREDIT: STUDENT LIFE/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: This graphic may be run- with 
agribusiness stories. S'' " ’ ’ ' 'If 

CREDIT: ANN ANRBOR SUN/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: This cartoon was 
published in a Aaigon newspaper 
called DIE TIN TELEGRAPH on 
Marches i' iSlh, 
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T‘Ol FIGHT:CREDIT: BULLETIN TOP LEFT: Relatives of politiaal^ pris- 

tCIUl AIRE/LNS oners demonstrate at the Hall of Justioe 

against the deplorable ocnditions inside 
lMe prisons^ most notably La Victoria in 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 

Since the persecmtion of political 
activists extends beyond the "legal 
system", the demonstrators ’ 4 mostly wives 
and mothers of prvsoners , hod their faces 
from photographers . 

This photo was taken in 1V?0, fust prior 
to the last presidential "election" . 

MAI BE RUN WITH THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
STORY ON PAGE 10 OF THE LAST PACKET (#611) o 
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MIDDLE RIGHT: CREDIT: Bea Neidener/ 
Namens Survival Manuat/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT CREDIT: BULLETIN POPULAIRE/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT CREDIT: Cdrleen Cochran, 
Pat Farson/Vomens Survival Manual /LNS 
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